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SUBJECT: FRENCH VIEWS ON TRILATERALISM 

1. SUMMARY: SENIOR FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL IN 
DISCUSSION OF US-EUROPEAN RELATIONS VOLUNTEERED FRENCH 
VIEWPOINT ON TRILATERALISM, IN WHICH HE STRESSED FRENCH 
OPPOSITION TO TREATMENT OF NATO AS THE EUROPEAN CORNER 
OF TRILATERAL RELATIONSHIP. FOR FRANCE THE NINE MUST 

BE THE GEOMETRIC PARTNER. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN RELAXED DISCUSSION OF VARIOUS ASPECTS US-FRENCH 
RELATIONSHIPS RELATING TO NATO, FRANCOIS DE LABOULAYE 
DIRECTOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS AT FOREIGN MINISTRY, GAVE 

DCM VIGOROUS EXPOSITION OF FRENCH VIEWS ON TRILATERALISM 
HELD BY PRESIDENT GISCARD AND SECRETARY GENERAL SOUTOU. 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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FRENCH ARE CONCERNED, HE SAID, AT TRILATERALIST INFLUENCE 
IN NEW US ADMINISTRATION, NOT BECAUSE OF OPPOSITION TO 
THE CONCEPT BUT BECAUSE TENDENCY THEY PERCEIVE IN 
WASHINGTON TO REGARD NATO ("THE 13") AS THE EUROPEAN 
CORNER OF THE TRIANGLE. FRENCH ALSO FIND 
TRILATERALISM THUS FAR TO BE A RATHER VAGUE AND 
UNSTRUCTURED CONCEPT. THEY HAVE NO OBJECTION TO 
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PERCEPTION OF EQUAL IMPORTANCE OF THE THREE WESTERN- 
WORLD INDUSTRIAL GIANTS AND OF NECESSITY FOR CLOSE 
COOPERATION, BUT TO GOF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY HAS TO 
BE THE EUROPEAN ELEMENT IN THE RELATIONSHIP. PRESIDENT 
GISCARD HAS BEEN QUITE SPECIFIC ON THIS POINT TO 
FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIALS, AND SECRETARY GENERAL SOUTOU 
HAS REITERATED IT EMPHATICALLY TO FOREIGN MINISTRY 
SENIOR STAFF. 

3. DE LABOULAYE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THIS VIEWPOINT IS 
FULLY CONSISTENT WITH FRENCH INSISTENCE ON RESTRICTING 
NORTH ATLANTIC ALLIANCE TO DEFENSE MATTERS WITHIN ITS 
AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY. HE ADDED FURTHER THAT PRESIDENT 
GISCARD HAS TOLD MINISTRY OFFICIALS THAT HE WILL NOT 
RPT NOT BE PRESENT AT THAT PORTION OF MAY SUMMIT WHICH 
COVERS A NATO SUMMIT MEETING ALTHOUGH PLANNING TO 
PARTICIPATE FULLY IN ECONOMIC SUMMIT. 
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